Lynn Tocker Biog

Lynn started playing accordion at 9 years of age
with lessons from well known accordion teacher
Bill Sharp.

By the age of 14, she was playing at renowned
festivals such as Shetland, Shady Lady, Whitby
and was the first ever BBC Young Folk Musician
of the Year.

Her playing has taken her to Nova Scotia where
she has met and played with the Barra McNeils,
Brenda Stubbart, Budd McMaster, Gerry Holland,
Hilda Chaison.

She then began touring with Kathryn Tickell at the
age of 15, before formally joining the band at the
age of 17 years old.

She toured extensively throughout Ireland, Scotland,
Germany, France, Switzerland, Italy, Holland,
Denmark, Canada, America and Belgium.

At the age of 17 she represented Great Britain at
the European Broadcasting Union convention in
Yugoslavia, along with Kathryn Tickell and former
Folk on Two presenter Jim Lloyd. This was
broadcast live throughout Europe.

Lynn also appeared on the Aly Bain Show, Tom
O'Connor's show, Children to Knock Knock,
What's that Noise?, and various other TV and
radio programmes, including Folk on Two, Radio
Scotland and Belgium Radio.

She played with guitar maestro lan Carr and Jeff
Lincoln as part of the Kathryn Tickell band for 5
years.

Her illustrious career has seen her play alongside

such renowned musicians as Mick Jagger, Donovan,
De Danaan, Altan, Elvis Costello, Ralph McTell, Danny
Thomson, Sinead O'Connor, the Whiskey Priests, the
Men They Couldn't Hang, the Red Hot Pokers, Tony
Cochrane, John Doonan, Alisdair Anderson, Bob Fox,
Chuck Fleming, Tommy Gilfillan and many others.

Lynn has appeared at many of the biggest festivals in
the UK including Cambridge, Broadstairs, Sidmouth,
Whitby, Glastonbury and Fylde to name but a few.

Much of Lynn's inspiration is drawn from her Northumbrian roots and heritage.
She was fortunate when she was younger to have musical role models giving
her guidance such as the eternal Willie Taylor, Will Atkinson, Joe Hutton and
local accordion hero Tommy Edmondson.

Her compositions range from reels and jigs to her famously haunting slow airs
inspired by her native landscape and history.

Her unique style of playing has earned her a reputation as an unrivaled exponent
of the accordion, and she is regarded as one of the finest players on the scene.

She has also built up a reputation as a teacher, teaching all over the world, and
she is currently working on a project involving schools through out Northumberland,
making music (and the accordion) accessible to children and adults alike.

She has taught at places such as Common Ground Scotland, Folk Festivals

and workshops.

Lynn brings her passion, enthusiasm and unique style of playing to Lyra Celtica.

Lynn is from Rothbury in Northumberland.



